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means of Local Taxation, or the works must be left
undone.     His advice to them would be, he said in
his Budget Speech of the  27th April 1861, "Take
what we are able to give you, and for the residue
take certain powers of Local Taxation and raise it
yourselves/1    He enumerated several sources of re-
venue which could * be dealt with far better by Local
than Imperial Taxation/* and dwelt especially on the
capabilities   of tobacco in that respect   * The dis-
cussion on this subject last year/ he continued, 'and
the returns  from  the  various   Local  Governments,
prove distinctly that there is no scheme of uniform
and   Imperial  Taxation  (on  tobacco), applicable to
all   India,   short   of   a   Government   monopoly,   to
which   there  are grave  objections.     But many  of
the  Provinces could  raise   a  considerable revenue
without sensible pressure from tobacco, if left to deal
with it in their own way, and under a system which
might vary in case of need, so as to suit the peculiar
circumstances of each district    Well, we say to them,
take tobacco and make what you can of it for your
local   roads   and  canals, instead   of the  allotment
which we wished to give you, but could not afford
from the   Imperial   Budget    The  same  principle
applies to other subjects of taxation.    We place no
limit upon  it except this, that every proposal  for
Local Taxation shall be subject to sanction by the
Governor-General in Council, and by the Legislative
Council when a law is required, in order  to see
that it is not inconsistent with Imperial Taxation or
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